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The grace contained in the sac-
raments of Easter is an enor-
mous potential for the renewal
of our personal existence, of
family life, of social relations.
However, everything passes
through the human heart: if |
let myself be touched by the
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sadness and bitterness . . . and
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who is alive! Let the risen Jesus
enter your life; welcome him as a
friend, with trust: he is life
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What does the Resurrection
mean for our life? And why is
our faith in vain without it? Our
faith is founded %0
death and resurrection, just as a

house stands on its foundations:
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if they give way, the whole house a2y 685 UffSR 6AGK
collapses. d2dNEH | ot S8aasR
Jesus gave himself on the Cross,

taking the burden of our sins

upon himself and descending into

the abyss of death; then in the 7 7/__ .
Resurrection, he triumphed over \//L ;&:\

them, took them away, and
opened before us the path to
rebirth and to a new life.
(General Audience, April 10,
2013))
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Easter Sunday
Jubilee of Mercy

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

Dear Sisters and Brothers i the Risen Lord.

When we celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord at Easter. we affirm the center of our
faith and we renew our hope. Jesus’ Resurrection signals His victory over sin and death. He has
conquered whatever would dimimish us and separate us from God and the fullness of life.

We all need this celebration of Easter which can be like an infusion of air and light i our
lives which are often weighed down by sickness, anxiety. broken relationships. and personal
struggles with sin and temptation. As we continue our life journey, we can count on the
Resurrection of Jesus as a sure compass of hope that helps us navigate our turbulent world,

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we clearly recogmze that the Resurrection of Jesus 1s the
triumph of God’s mercy. The new life and hope that the Resurrection brings us is not the result
of our works or merits. It 1s pure grace, a sheer gift of love that comes to us because of God's
mercy. When we stand before that mercy, we know that we are both indebted and responsible.
We are indebted to the Lord for His gift, and all we can do 15 give Him thanks and sing His
praise. We are also responsible, for 1f mercy has touched us we must then be the hands and
nstruments of God's mercy in the world. When we carry on the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy. we give living witness to our faith in His most merciful Resurrection.

Let us pray for one another. Let us renew our faith m the power of Christ’s Resurrection
to bring God’s mercy and renewal to a world m need.

Sincerely yours in Chst,
+ (.f’&}m__? d:ru.___,

Most Reverend Blase J. Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago
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http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2:6
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http://www.careerresourcecenter.org
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25:31
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/us-catholic-catechism-for-adults/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/us-catholic-catechism-for-adults/index.cfm
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PARISH TRANSFORMATION OBJECTIVES

The Parish Transformation team produced a strategic plan that
identifies specific goals for each of the three key aspects of parish life
that we chose to focus on: catechesis, prayer/worship and
stewardship. The plan has much more detail and can be read on our
website, or published hard copies are available in the vestibule near
the Tower Road entrance of the church.

Objective 1 (Catechesis): Explore different strategies to further
engage youth, families and adults.

Objective 2 (Catechesis): Establish joint religious education and

school events

Objective 3 (Catechesis): Target younger students to foster youth
ministry and retain them as teens.

Objective 4 (Catechesis): Revise the religious education curriculum

and methodology to a more experiential model.

Objective 5 (Catechesis): Enhance adult formation/education
opportunities

Objective 6 (Prayer/Worship): Increase attendance at Mass.

Objective 7 (Prayer/Worship): Promote greater visibility of young
people at Mass.

Objective 8 (Pra}'er;ﬂbrslﬁp): Optimize our music ministry.

Objective g (Prayer/Worship): Expand our liturgy committee to
include more (non-stafl) parishioners.

Objective 1o (Prayer/Worship): Implement new liturgical experiences.

Objective 11 (Prayer/Worship): Evaluate the interior of the Church to
ensure optimum environment for worship.

Objective 12 (Stewardship): Promote gratitude and stewardship as a
way of life.

Objective 13 (Stewardship): Further opportunities for sharing time,
talent and treasure.

Objective 14 (Stewardship): Generate excitement over parish identity.

Objective 15 (Stewardship): Conduct an independent capital
campaign.
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