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Secular “Advent”’

By Janel Esker

’]:‘Dc'a}_-' begins the Christian Advent
season, but secular “Advent” began
before Halloween, when stores hung
Christmas decorations and encouraged
us to buy our gifts early. Secular Advent
is bright, cheery, and vibrant, while
Christian Advent is more serious and
reflective—dark colors, quiet music, and
some somber readings.

Today we hear more about the end
times. Advent isn't only about Jesus’
coming at Christmas—it’s also about
his coming at the end of time. The
descriptions of the end-times signs are
dramatic and frightening. However,
Jesus claims that at the exact time these
terrifying things are happening, our
redemption is near. The moment things

Sunday Readings

Jeremiah 33:14-16
“I will make a just shoot spring up for
David; he shall do what is right and just.”

| Thessalonians 3:12—4:2
“May the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for

"
all.

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

“Beware that your hearts do not
become drowsy from carousing and
drunkenness.”

look the worst is also the moment
salvation and hope are closest.

That may seem hard to believe when
you're living with terror or fear. But look
at Mary, who found herself an unwed
mother in a culture that sometimes
executed such women. She must have
felt terrified, but hope and redemption
entered the world through her pregnancy
and Jesus” birth.

When Jesus died on the cross, all hope
seemed lost, but through his suffering
came life for the world. God draws
nearest, bringing salvation, when we
experience moments of hopelessness and
despair.

Secular Advent declares everything
to be happy and joyful, but sadness,
anxiety, and fear don't instantly disappear
just because the holly and wreaths are
out. Jesus reminds us to stay awake for

Gods healing actions precisely when we
feel most hopeless or anxious.

God moves in unexpected ways and
will be found where we least expect—in
our most broken places. ¥

AWord
From Pope Francis

Wt are losing ' %
this capacity, s W
this wisdom of playing ;

with our children. The

economic situation
pushes us to this, to lose this. Please,
spend time with our children! ... And
within this context is also the issue

of working Sundays, which concerns

not only believers, but touches

everyone, as an ethical choice....Having
Sundays free from work—apart from

TNEecessary service 1ds to confirm

that the priority is not economic but
human, gratuitousness, not business
relationships but those of family, of
friends, for believers the relationship
with God and with the community.

—Address to the World of Labor and Industry, July §, 2014

PrRAYER

Lord, help me to slow down and become
more aware of my rushing aimlessly
from place to place. Quiet my mind

and steady my heart that | may live in

your presence throughout the day.

—From Joyful Meditations for Every
Day of Advent and the 12 Days of
Christmas, Rev. Warren ]. Savage

and Mary Ann McSweeny

Mon St. Andrew: Thu.
WEEKDAY Romans 10:9—18 | Matthew 4:18—22
Tue. Advent weekday: Fri.
READlNGS Isaigh 11:1—10 [ Luke 10:2]1—-24
November 30— Wed.  Advent weekday: Sat.

December 5

Isaigh 25:6—10 | Matthew [5:29—-37

St. Francis Xavier:

Isaigh 26:1—6 | Matthew 7:21, 2427
Advent weekday:

Isaigh 29:17-24 | Matthew 9:27-31

Advent weekday: Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26 [

Martthew 9:35—10:1, 58
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Hearts Making a Difference
CKS ylLGA2Yy R2SayQi

a A

W

Y LJt Yy SSR

(St. Teresia Benedicta , Edith Stein)

§:
:
4
:
.h.

SHaring with
St. Columbanus!

REMINDER

Once again, our Sharing Parish
Committee is sponsoring a
Christmas Sharing with the

families of St. Columbanus, who
need our assistance.

Drop off for Christmas Sharing
gifts for families will be on Friday
December 11th from 4 to 7pm
and on Saturday December 12th
from 9am until Noon at Sacred
Heart School.
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IMPORTANT

You can still donate funds for
Jewel Gift Cards by mailing a
check payable to Sacred Heart to
the parish office as soon as
possible. Please note Christmas
Sharing on the memo line.

For more information or
questions, please contact Judy
Pyke at jpyke@shparish.com or

857-446-0856.

STILL TIME TO PARTICIPATE
IN CHRISTMAS SHARING

Nearly all of the St. Columbanus
families have been adopted, but
you may still share the joy of
Christmas with a St. Columbanus
family by donating money so that
we may purchase Jewel Grocery
gift cards for them. This is an
essential part of our Christmas
Sharing Program.

Please take a Christmas Sharing
envelope located in the back of
Church and send a check made
out to Sacred Heart (with
Christmas Sharing noted on the
memo line) to the Parish Office as
soon as possible. Thank you for
your generosity.
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ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

TO SHARE

Tuesdays and Thursdays during the
School Year

Tutor Elementary students at St.
Columbanus School. Leave SH at
9am, return by 1:30pm.

Wednesdays
St. Columbanus Food Pantry: Packing
of Food at 7am at St. Columbanus
Rectory Garage; Distribution of Food
at 10am.

Thursdays

Shadow a Minister of Care at Lake
Cook Nursing Home or Glen Oaks
Nursing Home. Contact the Parish
Office for more information.

Third Sunday of Every Month

A Just Harvest Community Kitchen:
prepare casserole and/or serve din-
ner. Arrive by 4:30pm, and be home
before 7:00pm. Contact Patty Sanfil-
ippo for more information.
patricia.sanfilippo@us.nestle.com

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
JOIN IN OUR WEEKIRARER
FOR LIEE

That children still on their way to
birth may be welcomed and pro-
tected rather than feared and
rejected,

We pray to the Lord!



